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Notes From The 
Pastor. . . 
 
 

Hold Fast 
 
     War, terrorism, violence, recession, unemployment, divorce, drug abuse, teen pregnancy, abortion, pollution, global 
warming, political unrest, corrupt leadership, and many other troubles have unfortunately become a part of our day to day 
living.  Amidst all of this potential unrest in or surrounding our lives we have a simple choice.  We can submit to the 
gloom and doom being resigned to depression and helplessness or we can live in the hope and joy that comes though Jesus 
Christ.  
     To some this may seem to simplistic but it is in fact that simple.  Consider for a moment the following words of the 
Apostle Paul… 
 
    Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he [Jesus] who has promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.                                                    
Hebrews 10:23-25 
 
     Even in the early days of the church they faced similar issues as we face today.  And the answer for them is still our 
answer today – stay together and hold fast to our hope in Jesus.   
     How does one hold on to that hope?  First we have to confess our faith and belief in Jesus as God’s only Son, ask God 
to forgive us of all of our sins, and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives.  This then means we must be willing to live for 
Jesus and not for ourselves.   
      How do we find out how to live for Jesus?  We need to turn to the scriptures.  We need to see and hear what Jesus 
taught.  He provided all the directions we need to live fully in him but we won’t know what those directions are if we 
don’t look in the book – the Bible. 
     In Paul’s letter to the Hebrews we are reminded of the importance of provoking and encouraging one another to love, 
to good deeds, and meeting together to for worship.  In other words, doing it alone wasn’t going to work.  They needed to 
draw strength from each other even as wee need to today.   
     It is in our worship services that we learn and are encouraged by God’s word.  It is here were we can gather together in 
prayer and song gaining and giving encouragement to one another through the power of Christ.  It is here that we 
remember we are not alone in our efforts to be faithful. 
     In small group settings we also have the chance to explore the scriptures, share ideas and thoughts, as well as being a 
source of encouragement for other followers of Jesus.  Here is where our one on one experiences and friendships blossom.   
     And of course we can’t neglect our own personal opportunities to study the scriptures and pray in our own homes. 
Having those quiet moments alone with the Lord are refreshing as they remind us that our relationship with Jesus is a 
personal one. We remember that Jesus loves even me. 
     So if you happen to be feeling a bit overwhelmed by the circumstances in or surrounding your life then let me 
encourage you to draw near to God.  Draw near by entering into worship of God in church, with friends, and in your 
home.  Draw near to Christ and hold fast to the hope that only Jesus can give. 
 

May God’s Peace fill your hearts, 
Pastor Darren 

 
 

A Counter-Cultural Sense of Community 

Robert Putnam, in his book Bowling Alone, has identified a severe decline in all social group activities in the 
U.S. culture in the past 30 years or so. He began by studying bowling, and noted that while the number of individuals 
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bowling has increased in recent years, the number of persons participating in bowling leagues has declined about 35%. He 
went on to study all other kinds of social groups – churches, service clubs, alumni associations – all the groups which 
provide our culture with what he calls “social capital” – all have declined by a similar percentage in the U.S. Putnam 
wonders and worries that we are becoming such an isolated, individualistic culture that we will not have enough of this 
social capital to hold together the fabric of our culture. 

I have heard similar worries expressed by university presidents, faculty, and staff. One person said to me, “Our toughest 
job is to get our students to leave their rooms, their computers, and their smart phones – and to come out and interact with 
one another.” 

It is ironic, isn’t it, that the very technology which promises to “connect” us with one another, oftentimes accentuates our 
isolation. The old cliché that people need both “high tech and high touch” is certainly true. 

Maybe the church is one place where we can offer a counter-cultural sense of community, where people can actually meet 
together, hug one another at times, cry together at other times, and be fully human. Maybe our role is to swim upstream 
against the trends of our culture in order to invite people to reconnect – not for the purpose of saving our U.S. culture, but 
for the purpose of discovering what it means to be a part of the body of Christ. 

It will not be easy. Amid all the other experts who have tried to explain the decline of the U.S. churches, Robert Putnam 
may be the one who best identified the societal trend which is impacting every denomination. But it may be that we 
already have in our “DNA” as a church the counter-cultural sense of community for which all persons deeply yearn and 
cannot find. Should we keep using technology to inform and invite? Yes, but we also need to provide the human and 
divine touch which we all need. 

Bishop Michael J. Coyner  
Indiana Area of the United Methodist Church  

 
 

August Birthdays* 

 
*if your birthday has not been listed, please contact Jodi Kosary, church secretary, so you can be added 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION 
WAS A JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME 

 
 
Vacation Bible School 2010 took place July 12 - July 16 this summer.  The kids took a "High Seas Expedition" 
and sailed through a week of learning more about God's Word.  We shared an amazing week full of fun and 

12-Jennifer Nannenga 23 – Allen Jeffries 
18 – Joy Stowers 28 – Gail Scott 
22 – Tammy Hughes 29 – Joanne Ziess 
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adventure! It was a fantastic approach to learn more about God through music, games, drama, crafts, food and 
more.   
  
This VBS turned out to be an outreach opportunity as well which was great.  Two-thirds of the participants were 
not from our church.  And, out of that, many did not attend church anywhere or even know the story of 
salvation.  The Brushwood family did such a good job of reaching out to these kids and their families; 
answering questions and explaining just what we are all about.  Please continue to pray for these children.  If 
you would like to send a note to the family, see Kristie Housman to get more information!   
 
It is undeniable that the kids, adults and teen helpers had an unforgettable week.  Thank you so much for 
making this week possible.  Everyone in the church contributed in some way, so it could not have taken place 
without this family.  God Bless you all! 

 
 

 
Servants in Action 

August 2010 
 

8:30 Service Greeters 
 South Entrance Ramp Entrance Acolytes 
08/01/10 Hal & LuAnn Theresa Malavolta Juston Hughes 
08/08/10 Richard & June 

Brewer 
Denise Mitchell Megan Mitchell 

08/15/10 Jack & Cleota Karen Lattimore Juston Hughes 
08/22/10 Tammy Huges Brian & Vicki 

Sypult 
Megan Mitchell 

08/29/10 Isauro & Marissa Cheryn Kohlagen Megan Mitchell 
10:45 Service Greeters 

 South Entrance Ramp Entrance Acolytes 
08/01/10 Melody Boise Randy Freebourn Haley Brouwer 
08/08/10 Donny & Kristi Phil & Dee Alexis Brouwer  
08/15/10 Jim & Cindy 

Wakefield 
Jason & Natalie 
Brouwer 

Randy 
Freebourn 

08/22/10 Fern Gilbert Troy & Teri Kiger Haley Brouwer 
08/29/10 Mel Stowers Chris & Jodi Alexis Brouwer 

 
 

COMMUNION STEWARDS 
 

Richard &  
June Brewer 
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~ Brushwood Prayer Concerns ~ 
 
Our Church: The Indiana Conference, Bishop Mike Coyner, The North West District, District Superintendent Craig 
LaSuer, Assistant District Superintendent Kate Walker 
 
 Our Nation: President Obama, Governor Daniels, Those in position of authority 
 
Our Military: Dr. Jim Wakefield, Rob Smith, and their families 
 
Our Missionaries: Wertzes – Tanzania, Jim Doepken & family – Girdwood, Alaska,  
 
Our World Vision Child:  Edgar Espinoza Quispe – Bolivia 

   
Our Shut-ins: Helen Alter, Patricia Liersch, Chelli Laney, Bethel Britt, Mary Stowers, Linda Ventrello 
 
Those we lift in Prayer: Halston Campbell, Daniel Phegley, Wilma Smith, Candace Scott & family, our 7:30, 8:30 & 
10:45 Worship Services; Attendees – those returning to church, those seeking a church, those seeking God 

 
*~ Announcements ~* 

 
Ʒ Donôt forget to stop by the Welcome Center to sign up for Children’s Sermon, Special Music, Scripture 
Reading and volunteering for Angel Food distribution.  
 
Ʒ September Newsletter deadline:  August 23, 2010 
 
Ʒ”A Touch of Italy” spaghetti dinner.  Please join us for an enjoyable evening for dinner.  There will be 
waiters to serve you!  Dinner cost is :  Adults $ 7.00, Children 4-12 $ 4.00.  Under 4 free.  Carry outs available.  
This is a general fund raiser for the church so please join us! 
 
Ʒ Nickels For Nicaragua 
       Collection will begin on Sunday August 1st. 
 
Ʒ  “Baby Boutique collection.  Mission committee will be collecting diapers, wipes, baby ointment, and pull-
ups for “Healthy Families”.  There will be a box near the Welcome Center. 
 
    Ʒ  Family Fun Night.  August 20th.   Mission Committee will sponsor “Nothing But Nets”.  More info 
coming soon, be watching for sign up sheet for basketball!!! 
 
 
 
 

�y Angelfood Distribution Aug 28, 10:30AM 
 
 
 

“Ladies Book-of-the-Month Club” 
New book coming for August. 
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    Ʒ    Discipleship Class begins August 8th.  Video segments, discussion, group activities, creativity, 
fellowship with laughter and tears.  Also prayers.  You will be reading the Bible for real this time!  Sign up for 
Disciple Bible Study (also known as Disciple 1) at the welcome center.  The class time will be 4 to 6 on most 
Sundays.  See Karen Williams for further information. 
 
    Ʒ    Mission Update:  VBS collection for food pantry resulted in 1081 items and $ 140.00!  Donations are 
still welcome.  And the garage sale brought in $ 400.00! 
 
    Ʒ   There will be no MERGE classes on Sept. 5.  The Fall Merge classes will run from Sept. 12 to October 
24th.  Please watch for information on these classes.   
 
    Ʒ Trough Classes will begin Sept. 8 through Oct. 13.  Watch for information on the classes to be offered. 
     
 
 
 

"New Guidelines" established by the Education Council effective June 2010. 
 

Traffic Light System in the Classrooms  

*All children begin each class by putting a clothespin (with their name on it) on the green light.  

*If a child is misbehaving first a verbal warning is given as a reminder that if the behavior continues the child 
will have to move to the yellow light.  

*If the behavior continues the child moves their clip to the yellow light.  

*If after the child has moved to the yellow light and can follow the rules the remainder of the class and do a 
positive act (determined by them and the class teacher) they can move back to the green light and still earn 
their reward.  

*If  the behavior continues the child is reminded of the consequence of the red light; and if the behavior still 
has not been stopped the child moves their clip to the red light. No reward can be earned for the class time.  

*To begin with, the reward will be given to the child at the end of each weekly Merge class, Trough class, 
Children’s church class or VBS evening session.  

**Other incentives may be added as deemed appropriate by the Education Council (i.e. Treasure Chest) 

 

Kids Rules  

Please:  

*We take turns while others are talking. When someone else is talking it is your turn to listen.  
*Raise your hand and wait your turn.  
*Walk in the church unless otherwise directed by an adult  
*Stay out of the kitchen unless your help is needed  
*Be kind to others. For example:  

>no name calling  
>no bullying (verbal or physical)  
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>take turns/share  
>no throwing rocks  
>keep your hands to yourself  

*Help us keep our areas clean.  
*Be where you are supposed to be when you’re supposed to be there  
 
THANK YOU FOR FOLLOWING THESE RULES!  

  
Basic Guidelines for Adults:  

*Get to know your students. The Education Committee will provide information on each child to the 
adult working with them (allergies, special diets, medical issues, special needs)  
*Respect the children you are working through your actions and words.  
*Maintain consistency  
*Have active/hands on activities.  Children have different learning styles and some learn           better 
with hands on activities  
*Remember: Hands Off when dealing with a disciplinary situation. NEVER grab, swat, spank or 
physically handle a child in your ministry – even your own. The liability issues are just too much of a 
reality anymore.  
*Avoid yelling except in a case of an emergency situation (you feel threatened or someone is hurt/life 
threatening situation)  

Managing Children in a Difficult Situation:  

*Step One is to redirect (i.e.) let the child be your helper; move the student near you or move to the 
student  
*You might need a private one-on-one discussion with the child to discern problem areas (there might 
be an issue going on at home or school that has the child upset and you are getting the brunt of that 
behavior)  
*If need be, involve the parent/guardian to talk about the situation or ask the parent to sit in on the 
class from time to time for support. Then let the Education Council Chair or Child Protection Chair 
know.  
*If issue persists Teacher or Parent should speak to the Education Council Chair or the Child Protection 
Chair  
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FINANCE REPORT 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Total Income  $ 7037.57 
Total Expenses  $ 9034.54 
Total Net Income  $ -1996.97 
Money Market Acct. Withdrawl:   $ 1000.00 $ 5156.91 

June Income  
     Offering $ 6745.00 
     Specials – Ed. Fund, Nursery 
Donations, Haiti, etc. 

 
$ 40.00 

     Interest $ 0.00 
     Misc. Income $ 252.57 
 Total Income                      $7037.57 
  
June Expenses  
     Worship $ 0.00 
     Education  $ 339.77 
     Flowers $ 0.00 
     Misc. $ 15.99 
     SS Tax $ 0.00 
     Church Utilities  
          C-Gas $0.00 
          C-REMC  
         Garbage                                                $159.71 
          Phone $81.00 
          Internet  
     Parsonage Utilities  
          P-Gas $0.00 
          P-REMC $ 346.00 
  
     Insurance $1183.20 
     Conf. Appor. $ 108.60 
     Secretary $ 229.61 
     501 – Ins $ 654.00 
               Net $2670.91 
               Pen $ 101.00 
     Pastor’s Salary $ 0.00 
     Pension (% paid by Church) $ 673.33 
     Travel Expense $ 336.95 
     Pastor’s Professional Expenses $0.00 
     Phone – Pastor $ 54.44 
     Pastor’s Health Ins.  
      (% paid by Church) 

 
$ 1,000.00 

     Uncategorized Expenses $102.03 
 Total Expenses                   $9034.54 


